Teaching and assessing the general capabilities in a secondary school context by Clarke, Loren & Hughes, Melissa
TEACHING AND ASSESSING THE 




Eltham High School has made a commitment
to the teaching, learning, and assessment of
21st century skills throughout the curriculum.
ELTHAM HIGH SCHOOL
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Our vision is to develop creative students who are
active seekers, users, and creators of their own
knowledge, who have a strong sense of responsibility
toward society and the environment, and who act
with integrity.
THIS IS REALISED THROUGH BOTH EMBEDDED AND EXPLICIT INSTRUCTIONAL 
PRACTICE CENTRED ON 21ST CENTURY SKILLS
THE RATIONALE THE VISION
DEVELOPMENT OF INTERDISCIPLINARY INQUIRY 
SUBJECTS ACROSS THE CURRICULUM
YEAR 7 - INTEGRATED STUDIES
YEAR 9 - CORNERSTONE SUBJECTS
YEAR 10 - EXTENDED INVESTIGATION ELECTIVE
VCE - EXTENDED INVESTIGATION
DEVELOPMENT OF TEACHING AND 
LEARNING PROGRAM FOCUSING ON 
HIGHER ORDER THINKING, 
COLLABORATIVE, AND PROBLEM SOLVING
THE COLLABORATIVE PROBLEM SOLVING INITIATIVE
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Teaching for the 21st century requires assessment for the 21st century.  01




The ability to teach and assess capabilities and embed these within the curriculum has 
been a work in progress for a decade at EHS.  




All students are immersed in a 
capability rich teaching and learning 
space.
Across the following 5 years students are engaged 
regularly with further opportunities through both 
interdisciplinary subjects and immersion programs.
YEAR 7
YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10/VCE




Eltham High School Case Study


























I was wondering if it would be too late to request a "vegan" dietary requirement for the City 
Experience camp? I'm doing a project for integrated studies that requires me to do something 
sustainable, and I'm going vegan as part of it. I completely understand that you have your hands full 
at the moment, so if it is too late, it's all right. 
Looking forward to the trip,
Tom W, Group 1A,
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Students can reflect on their 21st century skills 
problem in order to understand the way they think 
and work.
The school is highly regarded for its interdisciplinary focus and 
provides professional development for schools regarding the 
implementation of this approach.
The initiative has provided a means of establishing the value of 
21st century teaching for key stakeholders  - teachers and 
parents.
Teachers can assess and reflect on their approach to 21st 
century skills and design more effective learning sequences 
based on student needs.
SYSTEM 








Some students develop collaboration and 
problem solving naturally whilst others need 
explicit teaching.
Strong collaborators are not necessarily 
strong problem solvers, and vice versa.
Our students have a solid grounding in these skills 
during primary school but need continued exposure 
to tasks that support their development in 
secondary school.
How might our students compare to 
those without the same 21st century skills 
emphasis or interdisciplinary inquiry 
programs?
How can we better design our 
traditional subject areas to effectively 
embed these skills?
How can teaching programs be designed 
to develop both skills equally?
How might we further expand our 
initiative to cater for a wider range of 
skills including ICT skills and critical 
thinking?
Traditional assessment does not necessarily 
work with new forms of teaching and 
learning
